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nature, namely, the worship of stars and terrene
elements. They eventually took to Hinduism, calling
their country Behar, and declaring themselves to be
Rajbansis. This change only affected the higher and
wealthier grades of society, the masses, strange to say,
mostly adopting Mahomedanism. What may have
been the condition of the Kocch in the palmy days
of Hinduism cannot now be ascertained, but it is
certain that after the Moslem had succeeded the Hindu
suzerainty, this people became so important that a
Mahomedan historian, Abdul Fazul, could allude to
Bengal as being " bounded on the north by the Kocch
kingdom," which, he adds, " includes Kamarupa."
In 1773 this Kocch Raj was absorbed by the Great
Company. Bryan Hodgson says, in speaking of their
character, that they display no military or adventurous
genius, but are better suited to the homely, tranquil
affairs of agriculture. It is chiefly from old Moghul
records of bygone invasions that any knowledge is
arrived at of the Kocch people, plus lists of names of
kings recorded on copper plates up to the beginning
of the thirteenth century ; and the earliest of these
invasions was that of Mahmoud Bakhtiyar, who,
desiring to conquer Thibet and deeming an easier
route there to lie through the Bhootan hills, led an
army in 1198 through the western end of Kamarupa
unopposed. When he had penetrated into the hills
some sixteen marches, difficulties of supplies set in ;
he met the Thibetans in force, was beaten back, and
had to conduct a disastrous retreat with the Kocch
people now in arms harassing his flanks and cutting
off supplies. Mahmoud eventually, with a small
following, reached Dinajpore, the rest of his army